IN AN URSULINE CONVENT                69
Forty years after receiving this praise from the Bishop, the
same convent was awarded a gold medal for efficiency in
studies by the Ministre de ^Instruction publique.
The task of reconstruction was full of difficulties. The
nuns had no textbooks and had to write them. The
tremendous social changes had to be met by women who
were for the most part advanced in years, and whose active
work had all been done under totally different conditions.
The education of the young novices who entered, imbued
with a new spirit and with an outlook upon life very
different from that of their superiors, must have been a
delicate matter for women who had suffered so much in the
cause of loyalty to the past. It speaks volumes for the
strength of their tradition, for the loftiness of their motives,
and for the supernatural character of their Order, that in so
many cases it was able to stand the strain. Numbers of
Ursuline convents were reopened. New foundations were
made in France and even in America, but the Order lacked
one special quality of which the changed times more and
more brought out the need : there was a lack of unity, and
consequently of strength, for each house was virtually
independent. For many years this handicap was felt.
Nearly a century afterwards the lack was to be supplied
by the " Roman Union " which, by joining many branches
into one, has welded the Ursuline Congregation together,
without taking from it its original spirit.1 The Ursuline
Order has achieved that union always desired by the
foundress and by the members, but not needed, at least in
1 To-day, the " Roman Union ** has drawn up constitutions based upon all the
more essential points common to the older monasteries, but -with the additions
necessitated by a central government. Houses which do not belong to this
Union still keep the Constitutions of Paris or Bordeaux or, more rarely, those of
Toulouse, Lyons, or Dijon. (Details supplied in 193* by the Mother House of
the ** Roman Union,** Via Nomentana, Rome.)